
 

2019 End of year report 

Projects undertaken 

Proposed Phantom Substation (Eskom) on Portion 52 of Westford 191 

The on-going saga of the proposed substation is being closely followed by the committee in 
collaboration with the Associated Rheenendal Council. A brief history of the saga is as 
follows: 

• Environmental Authorisation for the proposed site was granted in 2015 
• Eskom Holdings applied for rezoning of the site from “Subdivisional area” to “Authority 

Zone” 
• PHNC objected to this application for various reasons including lack of consideration 

of more suitable alternative site, such as the old sand quarry. 
• KM approved the rezoning application in Sept 2017 
• The Planning Tribunal then recommended in a report dated 25 Jan 2018 that the 

rezoning application be refused based on several technicalities in the application 
• KM Council refused the rezoning application at meeting on 29 March 2018 

Proposed communication tower on Portion 25 of Westford 191 

The PHNC lodged an objection to this proposed development on the basis of a significant 
negative visual impact on the environment. The proposed site is located very close to the 
Rheenendal Road in an area which has a high scenic value in terms of tourism. The 
application has since been rejected by KM. 

Litter removal 

PHNC’s “ranger” is employed one day a week at a cost of R175/day to pick up litter along 
the Rheenendal Road and Highway West. This has been very successful, and the verges 
are looking much better. Additional areas, including Bibbys Hoek road will also be included, 
provided funding can be secured for additional days.  

A significant amount of illegal dumping of litter and rubble was identified by the Conservancy 
along the Homtini Pass, which was then reported to Garden Route District Municipality, who 
promptly cleared the litter. 



 
Litter collection along the Rheenendal Road 

 
Litter along the Homtini Pass 

 



Alien clearing 

The PHNC initiated a programme of alien clearing along the Rheenendal Road in 2018, but 
this project proved to be an immense task and was subsequently taken over by the 
SCFPA/WoF in order to establish effective fire breaks in our area. This project is on-going 
and is largely dependent on funding. 

Snare removals 

Several landowners have reported finding snares on their properties. Several snares have 
also been removed and ongoing monitoring of these locations has been undertaken. The 
use of snares is a great concern to famers, landowners and nature lovers, and we view this 
in a very serious light. Anyone who finds a snare should report it to the PHNC, as this can 
assist in further investigations. 

 
Wire snares found along game tracks in densely wooded areas  

Fund raising activity 

Another very successful Quiz Night was held on 30 August 2019 at Totties Restaurant. The 
event brought members of the community together for a fun-filled evening and raised much 
needed funds from ticket sales, raffles and other donations. The Chairman wishes to thank 
the community, members and committee for the successful fund-raiser. 



ARC 

The committee has resolved that the Conservancy will become an integral member of the 
Associated Rheenendal Council (ARC) in order to strengthen ties between the various other 
organisational bodies within our community (Fire Management, Farmwatch and Rate Payers 
Association) and share resources and financial support for projects that will benefit the 
community as a whole. 

Future projects and services 

 Litter clearing – Rheenendal Road, Highway West, Bibby’s Hoek Road 
 Collaboration with ARC in providing input and oversight for responsible and 

sustainable development in the Rheenendal area 
 Providing advice to landowners for conservation-related issues 
 Other ad-hoc conservation projects identified by the committee and members 

 PHNC Committee 

The committee re-elected for 2020 includes of the following dedicated volunteer individuals: 

Iain Paton – Chairman 
Henk van Wagtendonk – Vice Chairman 
Petra Ten Velde – Secretary 
Michelle Legg – Treasurer 
 
Contact details 
 
The committee can be contacted on the following email address:  
phantomhomtini@gmail.com 
 

 


